ENGAGE.EU Winter School Studium Oecologicum — Current Issues in Sustainability
Workshop title: Language Diversity in Sustainable Business Practices

Lecturer: Oumnia Abidi, PhD candidate in Organizational Behavior and Human Resource
Management, Université Toulouse Capitole, France

Workshop description:

The “Language Diversity in Sustainable Business Practices” workshop is a two-hour
interactive session designed to help students undrstand the importance of language diversity
for sustainable business and the challenges of using a lingua franca, which is often English,

in the context of international business. We'll mix theory, practical activities and group
discussions to develop the skills needed to identify and use inclusive language in business.
The workshop includes key tips on inclusive language, concrete examples and practical

tools for revising and improving business documents. Students will leave the workshop with
a better understanding of how linguistic diversity fosters sustainable practices and learn
practical ways to make business communication more inclusive, while recognizing the
challenges of adopting a lingua franca in business operations.

Learning Objectives:

e Understand the role of linguistic diversity in promoting sustainable business
practices.

* Develop skills to identify non-inclusive language in various types of business
documents.

* Gain practical experience in rewriting and improving business documents to make
them more inclusive.

e Engage in discussions about linguistic diversity and sustainable development.

* Understand and respect cultural differences in communication styles and language
use.

* Recognize the nuances of cross-linguistic communication and the use of English as a
common language, including its limitations.

e Enable students to advocate and lead initiatives to promote linguistic diversity in the
contexts where they have a say.

Methods:
e Lectures.
* Group discussions.
* Group exercises followed by class discussion and peer feedback.
* Individual reflection

No preparation is required, but students can start thinking about situations relating to
linguistic diversity in their experiences and/or what they have observed (internships,
situations observed at university or elsewhere).

Duration/number of students: 120 minutes, 20 students

Time: Wednesday, 15 January 2025, 5to 7 pm CET






