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Abstract

The deliverable consists in preparing and opening the inaugural
catalogue of PhD/advanced research level courses/activities involving
all ENGAGE.EU partner universities. This catalogue provides a first
opportunity for our PhD students to benefit from training and learning
opportunities at partner universities (online or in person) and will
indicate the kind of courses that could open in the future to PhD
students across the alliance. The catalogue will be updated on annual
basis. As of 10/04/2024, the course catalogue displays 24 courses shared
across the alliance and 4 courses are in the process of being uploaded.
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The first deliverable in Work package 4 - PhD and Early-Stage Researchers is to establish a
preliminary catalogue of PhD level courses that can be shared across the alliance. The aim is to share
courses already offered by the partnering institutions to further integrate and provide opportunities
for learning, networking, and personal development at the PhD level. This document is a deliverable
report.

By the time of this writing (08 April 2024):

e allinstitutions have identified courses that can be shared

e the course catalogue on the ENGAGE.EU website was updated such that it also displays a
search and filter option for PhD/advanced research level courses

e ENGAGE.EU partners have uploaded courses for the Spring 2024 semester

e Eight institutions (UMA, WU, Luiss, UT Capitole, UNWE, NHH, Tilburg University, Hanken)
successfully completed their course uploads; one institution (URL) is working on it

e Updates of the course catalogue occur at least bi-annually, before the start of the teaching
periods in each semester

e Anecdotal Highlight: UT Capitole reports that the shared course on experimental methods
which ran in early March 2024 was already attended by three ENGAGE.EU learners from
partner institutions

Given the presence of PhD level courses for which learners of ENGAGE.EU partners can enrolon
the ENGAGE.EU course catalogue, we consider the deliverable to be achieved.
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2.1 Process

2.1.1 At the closing conference for ENGAGE.EU (2020-2023) and launch of the second funding
phase in October 2023, Work package 4 team members met for the first time and started a
regular dialogue with subsequent monthly meetings. By the end of January 2024, the task
team collected a list of 50 courses from all nine ENGAGE.EU partner institutions that could
be potentially shared. The information was communicated via a shared spreadsheet which
is accessible at:

https://unimannheimde.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/ENGAGE.EU2.0363/Freigegebene
%20Dokumente/WP4%20PhD%20and%20Early-
Stage%20Researchers/T4.1%20Integrating%20Existing%20PhD%20Programmes/202
4%20MAR/PhD%20course%20catalogue_mapping_29%20March%202024.xlsx?d=w78
d0603742ad421398632f930a344ef7&csf=1&web=1&e=vn2p8Z

We consider this to be a living document which will see further updates during the second
funding period of ENGAGE.EU (2023-2027). The related milestone report MS24 was
presented to the Executive Committee and approved on 23 February 2024.

After the milestone approval the Work package team shifted the focus to sorting out the
technicalities of the upload process to the online course catalogue of the ENGAGE.EU
website available at: https://coursecatalog.engageuniversity.eu/. As a first step, a new tick
box for the course search engine was implemented with the help of the UNWE team
responsible for the ENGAGE.EU website enabling learners to filter the catalogue for “PhD and
Advanced Research Courses”. As a second step the task lead prepared the excel files
required for the course catalogue upload and distributed them to each institution with a
request for filling in missing information and to upload them.

2.2 Constraints
Some difficulties were encountered along the way, which we flag here.

2.2.1 For the course catalogue to recognise the institution, each partner university must upload
their own list of courses. It was sometimes difficult for task members to find out who is the best
local contact for this task. But with the help of Institutional coordinators and IT teams this
inconvenience was successfully overcome. Nonetheless, and in the view of a potentially
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increasing and complexifying course offers, it might be useful to think about changes in the
IT infrastructure that would allow for a combined list to be uploaded in the future.

The discussions in the task team brought to the forefront differences in the organisation of
course work. For example, Tilburg University and UT Capitole prepare their future PhD
students through a “Research Master”, which in the case of UT Capitole represents the first
year of some of their PhD programmes. Consequently, these research-oriented courses are
formally at Master level, notwithstanding the fact that PhD level content is conveyed
(Mannheim’s graduate school has a similar model). One intervention that eases the problem
is the introduction of the label of “PhD and Advanced Research courses” of the course
catalogue. The structure of Tilburg University presents a specific challenge. PhD candidates
are not considered students, and there is no established doctoral programme incl. ECTS
credits. Courses that are available for PhDs are provided by HR Training and restricted to
university employees due to national agreements on the financing of these courses.
Consequently, sharing courses with the ENGAGE.EU alliance is challenging.

Some institutions do not offer many English language PhD level courses, e.g. UNWE, URL.
Since PhD programmes are often populated by international students, there may be interest
also in local language courses - which is why for now we decided to include local language
courses in the list and explore what the demand for such courses may be. However, in the
medium term it would be preferable to have at least one English language PhD level course
shared by each institution.

The number of courses listed on our shared spreadsheet is larger than the number of courses
uploaded to the course catalogue. This occurs because the information gathering, and the
upload period overlapped with the start of semester 2 in AY 2023/24. As we started
populating the course catalogue in early March, i.e., shortly after the start of the Spring
semester, we excluded those courses that already took off in mid- or early February.
However, some of these earlier courses were advertised via the “ENGAGE.EU Research
Community Platform” (see: https://www.research-community-engage.eu/) and some
students could therefore indeed benefit already from this offer. Furthermore, many of these
courses are regularly given. Thus, we expect the number of shared courses to increase in AY
2024/25. Additionally, we also have some courses for the autumn semester 2024/25 already
listed which have not been uploaded yet.

A generic problem is that there is no funding support in ENGAGE.EU for PhD students who

want to attend courses at partner universities. Professors teaching PhD level courses often prefer
on-campus delivery instead of hybrid or online delivery modes. This is reflected in the
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offer of shared PhD courses where many take place on-campus. This situation might be a
barrier for uptake of shared PhD courses by the students.

2.3 Results obtained

2.3.1 By thetime of this writing, NHH, Luiss, UMA, WU, UT Capitole, UNWE, Tilburg University and
Hanken have successfully uploaded PhD level courses to the online course catalogue
(https://coursecatalog.engageuniversity.eu/) on the ENGAGE.EU website. URL confirmed
upload of 4 courses but they do not display yet in the course catalogue (10/04/2024).

2.3.2 Overview of courses shared

All courses can be checked by search the ENGAGE.EU course catalogue:
https://coursecatalog.engageuniversity.eu/?Search.Levels=8&Search.Query=

Engage Partner | Number of | Course Title
Institution courses shared
in semester 2,

AY 2023/24
Luiss 2 Social Network Analysis
Research Skills Il
UT Capitole 3 Introduction to experimental research
Open Science
Writing, Reviewing and Publishing
URL 4 Methodology: gender perspective
Methodology and analysis: quantitative
Methodology and analysis: qualitative
Methodology and analysis: qualitative
Hanken 4 Reading Course in Statistics

Research Data Management (RDM) and Open
Science Doctoral Course

Societal Logistics

Theories and Research in Logistics and Supply
Chain Management (KATAJA)
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Wu 2 Research Seminar Personnel Management
Academic Writing Il

Tilburg University | 1 Confident Communication - for PhD candidates

NHH 3 Advanced Qualitative Methods
Productivity: Firms, Markets and Economies
Entrepreneurship and Strategy

UMA 4 New perspectives on economics and politics
Next GESS Seminar

Seminar in empirical banking

Analytical Reading Group

UNWE 5 Statistical data analysis

Academic Writing

Economics

Methodology of Scientific Research
Qualitative Research Methods
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2.3.3 COURSE CATALOGUE SCREENSHOT

Please, find below the screenshot of the Visual available in the PhD section of the Course
Catalogue

i LUISS LUISS

|
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Productivity: Firms, Markets and SOCIAL NETWORK ANALYSIS RESEARCH SKILLS Il

Economies PhD PhD
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Tre firss section of the course aill lay he neceasary Spring semester 2023/24 snudent

conceptual groundwork by mrocucing students ta Language: Englsh
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Languege: English

Spring semester 2023/24

Lerguage English

NHH

Advanced Qualitative Methods Entrepreneurship and Strategy Next GESS

PhD PhD PhD

This course s designed 10 develop proficiency in The purpase of this course is to introduce FRD The series ams to mform you about career
collectng ana’yong, and reporting qualitative data students o key theones and empuical findngs opportunities and provide valusble insights about
using a vanety of qualitative tools and methods, regaeding performance differences from spplication processes and the day-to-day woek life in
including case studies, ethnography, and grou. entrepreneurship. it is located =t the mtersection of aferent nstautions. The speekers are from s varie.

the entrepr.
Spring semester 202324 2024-04-08 Spring 2024
Language English Speing semester 202324 2024-06-10 Language: Enghan

Language: Englsh

S

In deviation from the deliverable that prescribed annual updates of the course catalogue we find
it more appropriate to update at least bi-annually, as described above. This allows a
smooth integration of the PhD level and advanced research courses that can be shared each
semester. The process for updating the catalogue will remain the same as applied for this first
round, i.e., the task team will collect the necessary course information and the upload will be done
locally at each
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institution. The course description on the course catalogue signposts the interested learners to the
next step (e.g., an email to the local PhD office, a central registration form or else - the ENGAGE.EU
partners differ in their local processes).

The course catalogue will be the main tool for communicating the advanced research / PhD level
courses that can be shared across the ENGAGE.EU alliance. The local teams should distribute it to
their PhD students. Overall, we consider the deliverable D4.1 Opening PhD courses catalogue to be
achieved.

We want to conclude this report with highlighting some lessons learned that will guide future
decisions regarding the PhD catalogue and the shared offer:

1. Criteria for course selection: In this first step, we have gathered a range of courses that are of
general interest to PhD students and where the professors teaching those courses were willing
to open their offer to ENGAGE.EU doctoral students. We expect that over time we will learn which
courses and course formats are in high demand through the actual participation. Closely
monitoring these developments will allow us to create a more targeted offer over time.

2. Technical constraints: To address such challenges, ongoing collaboration between institutional
coordinators, IT teams, and task members will remain essential. Regular communication
channels should be established to address any difficulties in course sharing and to streamline
the updating process of the course catalogue. Best practices will be recorded at WP level to make
sure that the process of uploading courses runs smoothly in future iterations.

3. Further success factors: Success factors include flexible IT infrastructure that allows for
combined course uploads, proactive engagement from institutional coordinators in identifying
local contacts, and ongoing monitoring of course offerings to ensure alignment with the needs
of ENGAGE.EU PhD students.

Creating the joint PhD course offer is process that will be fine-tuned over time, and continuous
learning and adaptation will be key. As we navigate these challenges, we will continue to refine our
approach based on feedback and experiences from each update cycle.
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