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General Summary and Overview

This milestone (i.e. MS26) is part of WP4 designated to the integration of PhD programmes among the 
ENGAGE.EU partner institutions. A key objective of WP4 is the further development of collaboration and 
integration through shared training opportunities, workshops and visiting research periods. This milestone 
relates to launching an open call for visiting periods for PhD students. It is defined on as follows on the 
grant agreement: 

•	 First open call for visiting research periods for PhD students published on the partner universities’ 
websites/portals, dedicated to their PhD students. Subsequent calls will be published on the 
ENGAGE.EU PhD portal.

•	 Description: 
This milestone is related to task 4.1. PhD students, who, by responding to open calls, will be able 
to spend a research period at one of the ENGAGE.EU universities.

The current document reports on the work to 30th April 2024.

Which activities were planned to reach this milestone?

This milestone includes 2 planned activities that are listed below:

•	 drafting of a call document for visiting PhD research periods (see Annex I)
•	 making the call available on the partner universities’ websites

Did you reach this milestone? If yes, was the process as planned, or 
were adjustments necessary?

The milestone has been reached since the call document has been approved by all task members. The 
publication of the text will be subsequent to the approval by the ExCom, but prior to the due date 
communicated to the European Commission. 

No adjustments were necessary.

Please, find a report of the process followed: 

The Task Team has developed the text for an open call for visiting periods. The draft text was developed 
by the WP4 and WP5 coordinators jointly and then circulated to members of task 4.1. with a request 
for comments. Having received feedback from partners, the task coordinator updated the document 
accordingly. The draft call is attached to this document as an appendix. 

Various related questions were explored by the task team during the process, e.g., whether we should 
indicate specific desired dates for visiting periods, and to what extent support concerning housing can be 
provided. It turned out quickly the common preference for visits would be the regular teaching period at 
each institution as most of activities such as research seminars would occur in this period. The institutions 



ENGAGE.EU

Launching Visiting Research Periods for PhD Students

5

also provided some general information on support for visitors that is present on the institutions’ website. 
All institutions agreed that the first main contact point should be the hosting professor, and that this 
person will essentially define the period in which they are available for hosting external PhD students. 

The final step is publication of the call on the universities’ portals and the ENGAGE.EU webspace. This will 
occur by the end of April 2024.

If you did not reach it, what were the reasons? And what can be done 
to remove the obstacles?

We do not envisage any delays or see any additional risks.

Are there any implications regarding the decision-making process in 
the Governing Board or Executive Committee?

No, there are no implications regarding the decision-making process in the Governing Board or Executive 
Committee.

Conclusion

The call for visiting periods (see Annex I) should be posted permanently on the ENGAGE.EU website and 
the respective partners’ websites, with annual reminders of the opportunity through the institutions’ 
channels. The uptake of visiting periods within the ENGAGE.EU consortium will help further integrating 
PhD programmes and hopefully trigger joint research projects between the visitor and the host. 



ENGAGE.EU

Launching Visiting Research Periods for PhD Students

6

Annex I – Call for visiting periods

VISITING OPPORTUNITY  
FOR PHD STUDENTS:

PLAN A RESEARCH STAY WITH ONE OF  
OUR PARTNER UNIVERSITIES WITHIN  

THE ENGAGE.EU ALLIANCE

ENGAGE.EU is the European University 
Engaged in Societal Change

Who we are: 

The ENGAGE.EU European University is composed of the University of Mannheim (UMA), University of 
National and World Economy (UNWE), Ramon Llull University (URL), Toulouse Capitole University (UT 
Capitole), Tilburg University (TiU), Vienna University of Economics and Business (WU), Hanken School of 
Economics (Hanken), Norwegian School of Economics (NHH), Libera Università Internazionale degli Studi 
Sociali Guido Carli (Luiss) reflecting the diversity of Europe. Our alliance is currently the academic home 
to over 120,000 students, academics and staff who cooperate enthusiastically, co-create and share their 
interdisciplinary and cross-cultural knowledge. 

What do we offer? 

All ENGAGE.EU partners can host visiting PhD students who are enrolled in a PhD programme at any of 
the partnering institutions for research periods of up to six months. This is an opportunity to extend your 
network, pursue a project with an expert in your field and immerse yourself into another cultural and 
institutional environment.

When? 

Visiting research periods are usually agreed upon request and in agreement with the hosting professors. 
Requests can be made all year round. 
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How to? 

PhD students interested in visiting another ENGAGE.EU institution should contact their preferred hosts 
(i.e. usually a professor with whom they want to work during their stay) directly via email expressing their 
desire for a visiting period. Include information on your profile, your research focus, a timeframe and an 
outline of your plans for the visit.  

Who can participate? 

PhD students enrolled at one of the ENGAGE.EU partner institutions. 

Funding? 

While there is no automatic funding for these visits, there are several local and European funding options 
depending on your home institution and your chosen length of visit. For example, there are several 
Erasmus+ funding schemes for PhD visits and your local international office may help you to identify the 
funding source that is best suited for you. Alternatively you might want to contact  your local ENGAGE.EU 
Institutional Coordinator who can signpost to the respective offices.

For example, the “short term research stay” allows you to stay from 5 to 30 days and receive €70 per 
day for the first 14 days, then €50 per day from the 15th to the 30th day. How do you apply? First, check 
if your university has a mobility agreement for 3rd cycle with your hosting university. Then, obtain an 
invitation from the hosting university. Finally, get in touch with your university contact to apply through 
your university’s internal procedure. 

If you prefer a longer stay, you can apply for a “long term research stay”. The minimum duration of your 
stay will be eight weeks.  To start the application process, you will need a formal letter of invitation from 
your host university. 

 Partner institutions will provide a local workspace (potentially in a co-working area). 
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Explore your opportunities

ENGAGE. EU  
Partner 

Institution
Contact Office General Support Information

Luiss dottorati@luiss.it https://phd.luiss.it/visiting-period-incoming/

UT 
Capitole

vincent.redaud@ut-capitole.fr https://www.ut-capitole.fr/home/doctoral-student-researcher

URL rbabington@rectorat.url.edu https://www.url.edu/en/node/7406

Hanken doctoral.studies@hanken.fi
https://www.hanken.fi/en/students/study-programmes/phd-
programme

WU wuio@wu.ac.at, doctoraloffice@wu.ac.at
PhD/Doctoral exchange at WU - Incoming Exchange Students - 
Programs

TiU

Business & Economics: center-gs@
tilburguniversity.edu

Social behavior and Psychology: graduateschool.
tsb@tilburguniver sity.edu

Humanities & Digital Sciences : tshd.
graduateschool@tilburguniv ersity.edu

Law: law.doctoral_degree@tilburguniv ersity.edu

For short stay: Department that hosts the PhD candidate can 
provide advise on accomodation.

For longterm stay: 
https://www.tilburguniversity.edu/about/working/
international-staff

NHH phd@nhh.no

PhD students employed at NHH can apply for funding for 
research stays abroad. 
NHH does not have funding for visiting doctoral researchers and 
we do not have any tuition fees for visiting students.

UMA gess.office@uni-mannheim.de

welcome@uni-mannheim.de https://www.uni-mannheim.de/en/
welcome-center/

https://www.uni-mannheim.de/gess/

https://www.uni-mannheim.de/en/welcome-center/

Guesthouse: Two one bedroom apartments are reserved 
for ENGAGE PhD-students for May (29 April-26. May) and 
September (2. September-29 September) 2024, each for at least 
two weeks. They can be claimed until four weeks prior to the 
stay, password: ENGAGE.

Costs: appr. 280 €/two weeks

UNWE phd@unwe.bg n/a – under construction
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